The Power of Words

By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible. 

Hebrews 11:3

Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, "Now, I have put my words in your mouth. 

See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant." 

Jeremiah 1:9-10

The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry. 

Seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to find out if it had any fruit. When he reached it, he found nothing but leaves, because it was not the season for figs. 

Then he said to the tree, "May no one ever eat fruit from you again." And his disciples heard him say it. 

In the morning, as they went along, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots. 

Peter remembered and said to Jesus, "Rabbi, look! The fig tree you cursed has withered!" 

“Have faith in God," Jesus answered. 

"I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, 'Go, throw yourself into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it will be done for him. 

Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours. 

Mark 11:12-14, 20-24

Curse:
To utter a wish of evil against one; to imprecate evil upon; 


To call for mischief or injury to fall upon; 


To execrate [to detest utterly; abhor; abominate].

(Webster)

Do not revile the king even in your thoughts, or curse the rich in your bedroom, because a bird of the air may carry your words, and a bird on the wing may report what you say. 

Ecclesiastes 10:20

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 

Romans 12:14

Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you know that we who teach will be judged more strictly. 

We all stumble in many ways. If anyone is never at fault in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to keep his whole body in check. 

When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can turn the whole animal. Or take ships as an example. Although they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a very small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go. 

Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark. 

The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell. 

All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and creatures of the sea are being tamed and have been tamed by man, but no man can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 

With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in God's likeness. Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not be. Can both fresh water and salt water flow from the same spring? 

My brothers, can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water.

James 3:1-12

They sharpen their tongues like swords and aim their words like deadly arrows. 

Psalm 64:3

Reckless words pierce like a sword, but the tongue of the wise brings healing. 

Proverbs 12:8

A man of knowledge uses words with restraint, and a man of understanding is even-tempered. 

Proverbs 17:27

"Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its fruit will be bad, for a tree is recognized by its fruit. 

“You brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say anything good? For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks. 

“The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in him, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in him. 

“But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken. 

“For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned." 

Matthew 12:33-37

If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 

1 Peter 4:11

This is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one another. 

Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother ...

We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death. Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him. This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.

1 John 3:11-16

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother. 

1 John 4:7-8, 19-21

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 

Romans 12:14

Bless:


1.
To pronounce a wish of happiness to one; to express a wish or desire of happiness.


And Isaac called Jacob and blessed him. Gen 28.

2.
To make happy; to make successful; to prosper in temporal concerns; as, we are blest with peace and plenty.


The Lord thy God shall bless thee in all thou doest. Deu 15.

3.
To make happy in a future life.


Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord. Rev 14.

4.
To set apart or consecrate to holy purposes; to make and pronounce holy.


And God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it. Gen 2

5.
To consecrate by prayer; to invoke a blessing upon.


And Jesus took the five loaves and the two fishes, and looking up to heaven he blessed them. Luke 9.

6.
To praise; to glorify, for benefits received.


Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me. Psa 103.

7.
To praise; to magnify; to extol, for excellencies. Psa 104.

8.
To esteem or account happy; with the reciprocal pronoun.


The nations shall bless themselves in him. Jer 4.

9.
To pronounce a solemn prophetical benediction upon. Gen 27. Deu 33.

(Webster)
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